A LITTLE BIT
A B O U T US

A QUICK
INTRO
In the heart of the Yorkshire countryside, nestled between
the rolling hills sits West Yorkshire Spinners. Founded in 1997
as a Worsted Spinning company, we’ve seen the landscape
change dramatically - our industry has evolved, consumer
behaviours have changed and we have grown. In the last
20 years we have gone from commission spinning hand
knitting yarns for some of the biggest names on the market
to launching our own brand in 2012.
We pride ourselves on our process, our craft and our
attention to detail. With generations of expertise and
technical knowledge we are passionate about keeping
this skill set and manufacturing heritage alive in the UK.
Creating engaging and exciting products which respond
to the unmet consumer needs and ever changing market
is something we always strive for.

GETTING
C R E AT I V E
Since the brands inception in 2012 we have been carefully
building a range of innovative products to excite and enthuse
our customers. Having our own production facilities allows us
to create products which are truly unique and develop yarns
with a superior technical specification this is what sets us apart from the competition.
We love nothing more than developing new collections
and colours all under one roof. From the initial concept,
right through to selecting colours and designs, everything
is underpinned with a desire for creativity and excellence.
One of our favourite aspects of the business is seeing our
ideas come to fruition and more importantly seeing them
in the hands of the consumer.
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KEY
POINTS
EXPERIENCE
With generations of expertise and technical
knowledge we are passionate about keeping this
skill set and manufacturing heritage alive in the UK.

I N N O VAT I O N
We have a philosophy of continued investment and
innovation. We are striving to drive the market with
truly unique and innovative products.

CUSTOMERS
Our customers are the life blood of our business. We
pride ourselves on exceptional customer services and
do everything we can to support and help our retailers.

E N V I R O N M E N T A L LY C O N S C I O U S
The whole operation is carried out within a 40 mile
radius, reducing our carbon footprint substantially
allowing customers to knit with a clean conscience.

M O D E R N DAY
BRAND
West Yorkshire Spinners - is a name that denotes
heritage and tradition, highlighting the skills and history
of textile manufacturing. However, as a brand with a
traditional name we strive to produce exciting and
engaging products, with an image that stands out.
Communication is key and although the WYS brand
has been on the market for over 5 years, we believe
that brand building is as important now as it was at
the beginning. Engaging with the consumer through
different channels from social media to good old
fashioned word-of-mouth, we believe this is the key
to a strong and positive representation of WYS.

G R E AT
DESIGN
Over the last few years we have had the privilege of working
with a number of talented designers, from the likes of Sarah
Hatton, Jenny Watson to Emma Wright.
Having the freedom to work with both established and exciting
designers has enabled us to build a portfolio of new and
interesting designs that really bring our yarns to life.
We offer a wide range of pattern books and single patterns
and pride ourselves on the highest quality, this extends to our
patterns and design. Everything we produce is underpinned by
exceptional quality and a unparalleled attention to detail.

DISCERNING
CUSTOMERS
We have found that knitters, crocheters and crafters are
becoming increasingly discerning. When we launched the
WYS brand it was our mission to educate and extol the
virtues of natural fibres at a time when the market was
dominated by man-made fibres and synthetic yarns.
We feel there has been a clear migration of knitters and
crafters wanting to know the origin of the products, the
processes involved and ultimately wanting to use higher
quality, natural British fibres. This is a huge selling point
for us and it makes the purchase decision for the customer
very simple.

OUR PROCESS
UNRAVELLED
Here is a simplified view of how
the wool gets from sheep to stockist.

S TA G E 1 : R E A R I N G
The first stage of WYS production is on the fells and hillsides of
Great Britain. The finest breeds are picked to ensure a high quality
finished product. The untreated fleeces are sent to Bradford where
they are scoured, carded, combed and finally delivered to WYS in
top condition.

S TA G E 2 : D R AW I N G
Our first operation is to prepare the raw material this is called
drawing. The raw material passes through pins on a number of
machines (similar to combing your hair) to straighten the fibres so
they are parallel and even. At WYS we have 4 operations of drawing,
after the final passage we have reduced the wool to suitable weight
for the spinning machine.

S TA G E 3 : S P I N N I N G
The next process is spinning - this operation has been
performed in different ways for centuries using the same basic
principle. At WYS we produce thousands of kilos per week using
sophisticated, high tech machinery. The purpose of spinning is
to reduce the thickness of the wool. To achieve this the fibres
are drafted out to produce a single yarn of suitable thickness.

S TA G E 4 : W I N D I N G
After spinning we wind the yarn onto cones removing any
imperfections such as thick and uneven areas or vegetable matter.
The next process is folding which involves twisting single spun
yarns together to make different categories of wool for example
3PLY - 4PLY etc.

S TA G E 5 : DY E I N G
We have recently made a large investment in a specialised yarn dyeing
facility and lab, this gives us the luxury of being able to develop our own
colours and quickly react to changing trends in the market. This includes
space/dyeing machinery, these environmentally conscious machines
allow up to 6 colours to be applied to the yarn.

S TA G E 6 : F I N I S H I N G
The finishing stage is where the yarn is balled or reeled into hanks, it is
then passed to the warehouse where it is banded and then packed in
to boxes ready for distribution. Finally the yarn is ready for distribution
to the knitters and crocheters.

THE
FLOCK
We are on a continued mission to educate knitters about
the virtues of British Wool - gone are the days of that itchy
jumper! We firmly believe that knowing where our raw material
comes from guarantees the quality of the finished product is
consistently high.
British Wool is now appropriately separated and sorted into
categories and breeds, allowing us to produce some beautifully
soft wool from specific breeds such as Bluefaced Leicester.
Our 100% Bluefaced Leicester range is a superb example
of what British Wool has to offer. This luxurious wool is often
referred to as the British Merino because of its unparalleled
softness and handle.

INDUSTRY &
CONSUMER AWARDS
We have been absolutely thrilled to win a number of industry and
consumer awards over the past few years, we consider this a huge
achievement in such a short space of time. To be awarded the
accolade of ‘Best Brand for British Yarn’ at the British Knitting
& Crochet Awards is something we are really proud of!
It’s great to see that all our hard work is being recognised
and rewarded by stockists and crafters alike.
We are extremely passionate about British yarn and manufacturing
and we are always so grateful for the votes from our fantastic
retailers and customers.
The WYS brand is going from strength to strength, we have
such an enthusiastic and dedicated team here at the factory.
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